Introduction
This companion report to Continued Progress: Promising Evidence on Personalized Learning documents results from surveys administered to teachers and students in personalized learning schools in the spring of the 2014-15 school year.
TEACHER SURVEYS: Teachers of mathematics and
English language arts content were asked to provide their perceptions about various aspects of the models, including professional training and support, access to resources, the quality of instructional and curricular materials, use of different models of classroom instruction, use of technology in the classroom, use of data to assess student progress, and obstacles to implementation. The survey was distributed to a sample of 261 teachers across the 32 schools; the response rate was 74 percent.
STUDENT SURVEYS: Students were asked to describe their study habits, attitudes toward learning, perceptions about their school, the level of access to technology, and other topics. The student surveys were administered online in the fall and spring of the 2014-15 school years to students in 29 schools with enrolled students who met the age criteria: grades 6 and above or age 11 and older if the school did not use traditional grade levels. We distributed the fall survey to 7,214 students and the spring survey to 7,023 students.
Response rates were 74 percent and 77 percent, respectively.
The fall survey focused on study habits and attitudes toward learning; the spring survey supplemented these with the remaining topics. Students responded similarly on the items present in both surveys, so this report focuses on the spring results that cover the broader range of topics.
2 Which of the following best describes your teaching arrangement this year? (N=188)

ALL RESPONDENTS SELECTED
Traditional secondary arrangement or at elementary level subject matter specialist 52%
Co-teaching or Job Share 16%
Self-contained (traditional elementary arrangement) 14%
"Pull-Out" or "Push-In" Instruction 7%
I teach students exclusively online, with no in-person interaction 6%
I work under the supervision of another teacher 3%
I primarily supervise the work of other teachers rather than directly instructing students 2%
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What subject area(s) are you teaching (or supervising) this year (2014-2015)? (N=192)
Note: This question instructed the respondent to "select all that apply" so the percentages will not add to 100%.
SELECTED
English/language arts/reading/writing 60% Mathematics 60%
Science 25%
Social Studies 25%
Visual or performing arts (art, music, etc.) 7%
Physical education/health education 5%
Career/technical education 5%
Foreign language(s) 3%
Other, specify 16% 
Written responses for
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Teacher Survey Responses
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Please indicate the grade levels of the students you teach.
SELECTED
Kindergarten 5%
Grade 1 6%
Grade 2 4%
Grade 3 3%
Grade 4 1%
Grade 5 5%
Grade 6 27%
Grade 7 25%
Grade 8 21%
Grade 9 39%
Grade 10 26% 
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In what content area and grade range does your certificate allow you to teach?
N EARLY CHILDHOOD, PRESCHOOL, OR AT LEAST ONE OF GRADES K-5 AT LEAST ONE OF GRADES 6-8 AT LEAST ONE OF GRADES 9-12
192 33% 55% 49%
Survey Results Addendum
11
Through which of the following types of programs did you enter teaching? (N=185) 
ALL RESPONDENTS SELECTED
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Please indicate the extent to which each of the following conditions is an obstacle to your efforts to promote personalized learning for students. If the condition does not exist in your school, please mark Not applicable.
Note: Respondents who marked Not applicable are included in the denominator for the percentages shown below.
N CONDITION IS MINOR OR MAJOR OBSTACLE
An inadequate amount of time to prepare personalized lessons for all students 171 63%
Excessive amounts of time I need to spend developing personalized content 173 50%
High levels of student disciplinary problems 173 50%
Too many students for whom I am responsible 173 49%
Too much diversity in achievement levels among my students 173 49%
High levels of student absenteeism 172 44%
Pressure to cover specific material as a result of state or district standards or testing requirements 173 40%
Inadequate opportunities to participate in professional development related to personalizing learning 172 37%
Scheduling constraints 173 37%
My own limited knowledge of how to effectively personalize instruction 173 35%
Too much variation in age or maturity among my students 171 32%
Lack of high-quality content or materials 173 31%
Lack of flexibility in the curriculum I am required to teach (i.e., need to teach specific material in a specific timeframe) 172 28%
Lack of support from school administration 172 23%
Inadequate data to help me personalize students' instruction 172 22%
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On average throughout the school year, how many hours of instructional time do students experience per week in the class(es) you teach? 
26
To what extent do the out-of-school activities you assign to your students: (N=132)
Note: Asked only of respondents who marked Yes on Question 25.
AGREE OR STRONGLY AGREE
Enable you to make more efficient use of your time with the students in school 58%
Differ from traditional homework 30%
27
For this question, we are interested in the activities students are engaged in when they are using technology. Please indicate the extent to which students are engaged in the following types of activities. Tailoring the content of instruction to individual students' needs 124 63%
Assigning or reassigning students to groups within my class(es) 125 63%
Tailoring the pace of instruction to individual students' needs 125 58%
Assigning or reassigning students to classes or to content 125 54%
Providing college/career advice or guidance 124 35%
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Please indicate your level of agreement with each of the following statements.
N AGREE OR STRONGLY AGREE
I have access to high-quality assessment data that help me adapt the pace or content of instruction to meet students' needs. 170 81% Our school's data system includes achievement measures that provide information about students of varying achievement levels, including students who are far above or below grade level.
81%
I have the necessary skills and experience to use data to guide my instruction.
76%
Our school's data system provides information at a level of detail that helps me inform my instruction (e.g., breakdowns for specific skills or topics).
73%
The data system provides real-time data that is actionable.
71%
The technology provides data that are not typically available without that technology. 169 68% Talked with a counselor or teacher to plan out courses and other educational experiences so you'll be able to meet your goals for life after high school 5,063 48%
Worked or volunteered in a job related to your career goals 5,062 38% Participated in an internship or apprenticeship related to your career goals 5,051 29%
Sat in on or taken a college class 5,027 28%
RESPONDENTS IN GRADE 9-12 ONLY N YES
Searched the internet for college options or read college guides 2,652 72%
Taken a survey or inventory to measure career interests 2,677 67% Toured, visited or attended a program at a college campus 2,679 66% Attended a career day or job fair 2,680 51%
Talked with a counselor or teacher to plan out courses and other educational experiences so you'll be able to meet your goals for life after high school 2,600 51%
Worked or volunteered in a job related to your career goals 2,657 39%
Sat in on or taken a college class 2,628 31% Participated in an internship or apprenticeship related to your career goals 2,642 29% How to decide which college to attend 5,010 67%
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Admissions requirements at various four-year colleges 5,031 61%
Your likelihood of being accepted at different types of colleges 4,981 61%
How to pay for college 5,003 60%
What ACT/SAT scores you need to get into the colleges you want to attend 5,003 57%
Opportunities to attend out-of-state colleges 4,996 53%
RESPONDENTS IN GRADES 9-12 ONLY N DISCUSSED BRIEFLY OR IN DEPTH
Possible jobs or careers you might pursue 2,638 77%
How to decide which college to attend 2,641 73%
Admissions requirements at various four-year colleges 2,654 71%
How to pay for college 2,642 68%
Your likelihood of being accepted at different types of colleges 2,632 67%
What ACT/SAT scores you need to get into the colleges you want to attend 2,636 67%
Admissions requirements at two-year (community) colleges, technical schools, or certificate programs 2,642 65%
Opportunities to attend out-of-state colleges 2,632 60% I don't want my teachers to think that I know less than others in school. 4,664 44%
I try to avoid having other students in school think I'm not smart.
4,673 37%
It's important to me that other students in my school think I am good at my schoolwork.
4,698 35%
One of my goals in school is to avoid looking like I have trouble doing the work.
4,655 30%
It's important to me that I look smart compared to others in my school.
4,663 28%
One of my goals is to show others that schoolwork is easy for me.
4,655 27%
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How much do you agree with the following statements about the schoolwork you do outside of your regular school hours?
Note: Asked only of students who entered numbers greater than Zero in Question 10.
ALL RESPONDENTS N AGREE OR STRONGLY AGREE
The schoolwork I do outside of school is connected with what I am learning in school.
4,282 85%
I am able to access the materials I need to learn effectively outside of school.
4,258 84%
The schoolwork I do outside of school helps me learn. I am given the chance to work through instructional material at a faster or slower pace than other students in this class.
4,168 42%
I discuss my learning progress with my parents.
4,142 42%
We connect what we are learning to life outside the classroom. 4,142 38%
I discuss my learning progress with my teachers.
4,158 38%
I work on projects that combine more than one subject (for example, science and literature).
4,169 37%
I work on projects that extend over several weeks or months.
4,133 34%
I keep track of my learning progress using paper (for example, a binder or a poster) rather than on a computer. 
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How much do you agree with the following statements about your school?
ALL RESPONDENTS N AGREE OR STRONGLY AGREE
School is seen as preparation for the future.
4,070 85%
Teachers work hard to make sure that all students are learning. 4,072 84%
All students are encouraged to go to college. 4,063 83%
I can be creative in classroom assignments and projects. 4,049 83%
Teachers work hard to make sure that students stay in school. 4,062 81%
Teachers pay attention to all students, not just the top students. 4,058 79%
I feel safe in this school. 4,042 78%
I am comfortable being myself at this school.
4,048 78%
There is at least one adult in this school who knows me well.
4,039 77%
Teachers make sure that all students are planning for life after graduation.
4,097 76%
Overall, I feel good about being in this school. 
